TrekNorth High School

8th grade art
 Tara King:      
      e-mail: tking@treknorth.org




      218-444-1888 ext: 125

Office hours:                By appointment, 8:00-8:30 AM, 3:15-4:00 PM

Course Description:
This course will explore various materials, concepts, and techniques related to 2D & 3D art.  Students will acquire skills in technique, composition, and execution of personal themes and ideas. Students will experience working with several art mediums and styles.  This course emphasizes that creating art is an ongoing process, which involves the student in informed and critical decision-making. 

Expectations:

Respect each other and each other’s work

Students are expected to treat each other with kindness and respect. This means honoring the person you may be assigned to work with, supporting each other’s work, and contributing in a positive manner to the overall classroom atmosphere.

Critiques:
Students will be expected to participate in group and individual critiques throughout the course. Critiques are a useful tool for student artists.  They assist students to view art as a language. Critiques help develop advanced considerations of media, composition, themes, ideas, and concepts through the use of the Elements and Principles of Design. They also give an opportunity for the student to reflect on his/her own work as well as the work of his /her peers with informed and critical decision making skills.

Artistic Integrity:
Students must create original works of art. If they use any reference images off the Internet, other artists’ work, published photographs, or illustrations, etc. the images must be altered and put into the student’s own visual terms or it will be considered plagiarized and will not be accepted.  There will be some times where students replicate famous artist’s work as an assignment.  


References:
I highly suggest investing in a digital camera.  As an artist you should have references that you have taken.  This helps ensure autonomy in your art. 
Student Objectives:
* Maintain a strong work ethic and dedication
*Understand that artistic skills only get better from practice, making mistakes and taking risks.

*Increase awareness of the creative process
*View art as a language, the elements and principles communicate content

*Refine skills and techniques

*Effectively work through and solve visual problems.

*Increase knowledge of tools and materials

* Continually process and develop visual concentration

Daily Expectations:

Students should be in the classroom when bell rings. Should immediately check the board for the daily objective and DO NOW, then get started on the DO NOW.

If a student needs to leave the room for any reason, they need to ask the teacher. Show up for class prepared.  Please no food in class because we do not want it getting on the artwork and in some cases could be a safety hazard.  Only drinks with a lid that can close are allowed in class.  
Grading:

*Studio work: 60% due to the large amount of time put into creating the portfolio, studio work will be a large part of a student’s grade.


*Critiques and tests: 20% 


*Homework & Visual journal: 20%  

*Class participation is very important
The basis for letter grades:     A- 90-100%              C- 70-79





   B-80-89             D- 60-69
Due Dates:
 Students must meet due dates. We keep a quick pace and there is not room for falling behind. If a student falls behind they may have to bring work home or attend once a month studio nights. If student is sick they will have 2 days to make up the work.  Late work will be accepted up to two weeks after the due date, your grade will be marked down for lateness.  Until work is turned in, it will go in the gradebook as a zero.  All course work is due by the end of term.  
Attendance:
Attendance is mandatory! One needs to be in class to complete the amount of work necessary for this class. Critiques are very hard to make up and students need to be in class to participate fully.
Internet site:  I will post assignments on my website, www.visualtrek.weebly.com.   You may access it through the school website, just go under faculty and click on my name.  I will sometimes take a picture of you with your artwork to post to this site.  Please indicate in writing if this is not acceptable to you, otherwise by signing this syllabus you agree to have your photo on the website.
Studio Maintenance:
All students will be responsible maintaining the workspace in the classroom as well as contributing to the maintenance of the over all classroom. This is very important due to the fact that the classroom is a very cramped space and supplies art on a budget. This is everything from washing out brushes to storing their work in the designated places.
Supplies Needed:
The school will supply most supplies. However students will be required to buy some supplies. Supplies students need to buy:

· # 2 pencils and an eraser
· Visual journal (this may be a sketchbook, notebook or you may make your own)

THIS IS REQUIRED

All students are required to have a Visual Journal. The Journal could be a sketchbook of whatever size you prefer to work in, the format however is not prescribed. This is your personal record of your artistic journey and you should feel free and uninhibited to choose what form it takes and what content it contains.  I will have suggestions available if you have difficulty coming up with ideas. Some students may produce more than one journal during the course; there is no maximum limit. Use your Journal every day! You don't need to worry about making perfect pages, the important thing is to record everything in your journal, visual and written, and then pull form it later.  What should be included in the Visual Journal? draw, think, analyze, reflect, design, invent, compare, experiment, record, respond, explore, observe, create All of the following can be included in the journal • development of art-making skills and techniques • experiments with media and technologies • personal reflections • first-hand observations, written and visual • creative ideas for exploration and development • evaluations of art practices and art-making experiences • responses to artists and their works • gallery and museum visits • detailed evaluations and critical analysis • records of valued feedback received • challenges faced and achievements.

Your journal will be a great resource for artistic discovery and knowledge.  When I give you notes or other information you should write down, include these in your journal.  I will check your journal each Thursday.  This will be 20% of your grade.  

I have signed and agree to the terms covered in this syllabus.

Student’s signature ____________________________Date_____________

Parent/guardian’s signature______________________Date_____________

